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Zagreb, 14. October 2026.


Victims of a Violent Pushback Seek Justice Before the European Court of Human Rights After Six Years Without an Effective Investigation in Croatia

[bookmark: _GoBack]We all want to live in a society where we all have access to justice, regardless of our skin color or national origin. Yet, for many refugees and other migrants, this remains far from reality.

Today, on the sixth anniversary of their violent pushback from Croatia, three refugees have lodged an application with the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). They are seeking justice for the severe violence and sexual assault they suffered in 2020, their unlawful expulsion to Bosnia and Herzegovina (BIH), which denied them the opportunity to challenge their removal before the Croatian courts, and the ineffective investigation that followed.

Six years after the violent pushback and more than three years after the survivors turned to Croatia’s Constitutional Court, the authorities have still failed to ensure an effective investigation into credible allegations of torture, sexual violence and other serious crimes. Those responsible have yet to be identified and prosecuted, while the victims continue to wait for justice.

According to testimonies collected in Bosnia and Herzegovina with the support of the Danish Refugee Council (DRC), the group entered Croatia seeking international protection. While in Croatian territory, they were apprehended by the police and detained for approximately two days. On 14 October 2020, the four men were brought before the County Court in Karlovac to testify against a person who was traveling with them, who had been charged as their “smuggler.” The victims denied the allegation. The following day, they were admitted to a hospital in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Their names, and the date and place of apprehension, are recorded in the court decision, which also confirms that they were under the direct control of Croatian authorities. The criminal complaint states that, on the same day, police officers drove them to an unknown location and handed them over to armed men dressed in black uniforms, whose faces were concealed by masks. According to the victims’ statements given to the human right organizations, the men in black tortured them, humiliated them and sexually assaulted them, and then forced them to go back to BIH, beaten and almost entirely naked. The survivors continue to live with the consequences of the violence they suffered in Croatia.

In December 2020, the Centre for Peace Studies filed a criminal complaint concerning offences that must be investigated ex officio, including abuse of power, criminal organization, torture and other ill-treatment, rape, unlawful deprivation of liberty, and robbery.  Despite the legal requirement to decide on criminal complaints within six months, the case has remained in a prolonged pre-investigation phase for years, without an effective investigation bringing those responsible to justice.


Due to the lack of an effective investigation, a complaint was filed with the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia on 18 April 2023. However, after more than three years of silence from the Constitutional Court, the victims have now turned to the European Court of Human Rights in their pursuit of justice.

Meanwhile, the group of refugees has reached Germany. They went through the asylum procedure and were granted protection against deportation. They are supported by the Centre for Peace Studies, PRO ASYL, the Dutch Council for Refugees and the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights. 

The submission is filed in the broader context of the ECtHR’s recent judgments condemning Croatia’s treatment towards refugees and other migrants and its failure to conduct effective investigations into crimes committed against them (M.H. and Others v. Croatia, Daraibou v. Croatia, and Y.K. v. Croatia).

For further information, please contact: Center for Peace Studies, at cms@cms.hr or by cell phone: +385 (0)91 3300181
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